Death Haiku

Lynn Nauman, MD

Observations from the aid-in-dying deathbed

These are a gift to me; an opportunity to succinctly and con-
cretely remember my patients. The haiku often begins to form as
the patient is dying—inspired by something the patient says or
does. Sometimes, as we wait for the heart to stop, a family mem-
ber, friend or caregiver shares details that slip into the haiku. Or
something occurs at the last breath.
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