
 

 

 
 

Observations from the aid-in-dying deathbed 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

These are a gift to me; an opportunity to succinctly and concretely 
remember my patients. The haiku often begins to form as the patient is 
dying—inspired by something the patient says or does. Sometimes, as 
we wait for the heart to stop, a family member, friend or caregiver 
shares details that slip into the haiku. Or something occurs at the last 
breath.   
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Lynn Nauman, MD is a partner in Rights of Passage in Santa Fe, New Mexico. She is board certified in 
emergency and hospice-palliative medicine.   


